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Total Water Use

Nestlé Waters draws water from approximately 75 water 

sources, including 50 spring sites and 25 non-spring sources. 

Non-spring sources include groundwater and surface water 

sources. Of our 75 sources, 20 are municipal water sources. 

Nearly all sources are listed on the bottle label for each brand. 

We will list sources on labels for all our brands by the beginning 

of 2009. We hastened this process in 2007 based on construc-

tive stakeholder feedback indicating the importance of this 

transparency. We already list all of our sources for each brand 

on our website.

Although bottled water is an obvious user of water, it is actu-

ally a very small user. Of the total fresh water used in North 

America each year, Nestlé Waters uses less than 0.0003%. 

Even at the local level, our water use is often much smaller 

than that of other agricultural or manufacturing businesses. We 

also use a small amount of water per unit of product compared 

to other beverage companies. (It takes 1.37 gallons of water 

to make a gallon of Nestlé Waters bottled water, compared to 

three gallons for soda and fi ve gallons for beer, not including far 

greater amounts of water to grow and process their agricultural 

ingredients.) We continuously look for ways to be more effi cient 

in using water when making our products (see Reducing Our 

Manufacturing and Logistics Footprint).

At the global level, Nestlé SA is a founding member of the CEO 

Water Mandate, a United Nations Global Compact initiative with 

a focus on developing strategies and solutions to contribute 

positively to the emerging global water crisis.

Total North American Freshwater Withdrawals, 

and Nestlé Waters Use, 2006

Total freshwater withdrawal: 525,600 billion liters = 100%
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Nestlé Waters 0.0003%

Source: Nestlé Waters and World Resources Institute. 2007. Earth
Trends: Environmental Information. Available at earthtrends.wri.org, 
Washington, D.C.: World Resources Institute.


